LEGEND  OF THE BURMESE   BUDDHA.         Si

procession, took a magnificent piece of cloth, called Maha-
latta, which she had never worn since her husband's death.
She perfumed it with the choicest essences, and, holding
it in her hands until the procession reached the front
of her house, she desired the bearers to wait for a, while,
that she might offer to the body her beautiful piece of
cloth, and extend it over it. Her request was granted.
By a very happy chance, the cloth had the desired dimen-
sions in breadth and length. Nothing could equal the
magnificent sight of the body; it looked beautiful, like a
statue of gold, when covered with that splendid cloth,
finely worked and adorned with the richest embroidery.
The cortege having reached the place Matulabandana,
where the funeral pile was erected, the corpse was lowered
down. The princes inquired from Ananda what was to
be done to perform in a becoming manner the last rites
over Buddha's remains. Faithful to the last request of
Buddha, Ananda said to them that on this occasion they
were to observe the same ceremonies as were prescribed
for the funerals of a Tsekiawade prince. The body was
forthwith wrapt up with a fine cloth, covered with a thick
layer of cotton ; to which a second succeeded, and then
another layer of cloth, and so on, until the same process
was repeated five hundred successive times. When this
was done, the corpse was placed in a golden coffin, and
another of the same form and size was turned over it as a
covering. A funeral j)ile, made with fragrant wood and
sprinkled with the choicest perfumes, was prepared..
Upon, it the coffin was pompously deposited.

At that time, the great Kathaba,attended'by five hundred]
Rahans, was going from the city of Pawa to "the city of
Kootheinaron.. On their way, at noon-, the heat was so-
excessive that the soil'appeared to burn like lire under their
feet. The Rahans, extremely fatigued, desired to rest
during the remainder of the day, intending to enter the city
of Kootheinaron during the cool of the night. Kathaba
withdrew to a small distance from the road, and, having
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